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towards the Russian Revolution were anything but sim-
ple, especially as that Revolution progressed and showed
its characteristic features* First of all, they admired
the Russians for having done what they themselves had
not had the courage to do, for having arisen and chased a
firmly seated government out of the country* They
acknowledged, as they were bound to do, that revolutions
could still take place, that they were not wholly out of
date* They could take place and be successful were
sufficient force used to make them successful, and on the
whole the German Socialists agreed that the Russian
Revolution had been well worth the bloodshed involved*
But as time went on, and persistent reports reached them
of cruelty employed in order to keep the Revolution in
being, the German comrades got more doubtful* They
would probably have accepted a state of affairs for which
the Bolshevists had apologised; had the Bolshevists
deplored and bewailed the necessity of using force to
crush the counter-revolution and declared themselves
ready to abandon it at the first opportunity, the German
Socialists would have accepted this situation* But the
Bolshevists did not apologise for the use of force ; they
declared it an integral and necessary part of their pro-
gramme* This the German comrades refused to
accept.

Consequently, the usual theme of any German
Socialist paper of the normal type came to be a kind of
morality lesson drawn from the awful example of the